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Applicant has reviewed the Restriction Requirement mailed March 1 1 , 2004 and 
provisionally elects, with traverse, the claims of Group I (claims 1-6). Applicants understand 
that if the traversal is unsuccessful, the subject matter of the nonelected claims reading thereon 
may be pursued in a divisional patent application which shall enjoy all rights a benefits of 35 
use §121. 



The Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that Restriction Requirements are 
I optional in all cases. M.P.E.P. § 803. Moreover, as stated by the Examiner in the March 11, 
2004 Restriction Requirement, the claims of both Groups 1 and II are "drawn to a labeled 
proteinoid microsphere." Hence, the subject matter of the two groups of claims is not so 
independent and distinct as the Examiner suggests. Also, if the search and examination of an 
entire application can made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, 
even though it arguably may include claims to distinct or independent inventions. M.P.E.P. § 
803. It is respectfully submitted that the search and examination of the claims in this case can be 
made without serious burden on the Office. Thus, reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
Restriction Requirement is respectfully requested. 
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The Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's representatives at the below-listed 
telephone niuiaber if there are any questions regarding this Response or if prosecution of this 
application may be assisted thereby. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN QUIRK 



By his Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTO, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(516) 795-6820 
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Robin A Chadwick 
Reg. No. 36.477 
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